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Meet the Faculty

  Dr. Gokhan Savas, Associate Professor of Sociology

This project is personal to me because I have always believed that understanding the real
challenges women face in industries like this is the first step toward meaningful change. In
our research, my amazing team (shoutout to Dr. Bethany Shockley and Ikram Endris!) and
I are diving deep into the workplace dynamics, societal pressures, and barriers that women
encounter. But it is not just about highlighting the hurdles—it is also about celebrating the
opportunities and support systems that empower these women to thrive and succeed.

In this research, we plan to conduct approximately 30 individual interviews with female
workers and managers in the heavy industry. Additionally, we will facilitate 6–7 focus group
discussions to gain deeper insights. For the quantitative component, we will carry out a
survey involving around 400 female workers, providing a broader perspective on their
experiences and challenges. That’s exciting! 
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Studying Women in Heavy Industry in the UAE

I am incredibly excited and deeply grateful to have received support from Emirates
Global Aluminum (EGA) through their Challenger Program for the research on women
in heavy industry here in the UAE. This grant is not just a financial boost—it is an
amazing opportunity to shine a light on an often-overlooked subject: the experiences
of women breaking barriers in a traditionally male-dominated sector.

The Challenger Program’s support for this project
says a lot about EGA’s vision and commitment. They
are not just talking about inclusion and gender
diversity—they are actively backing initiatives that
aim to make these values a reality. I cannot wait to
see how our findings can help shape policies and
spark meaningful conversations within the industry
and beyond.

I am looking forward to sharing the outcomes of this
journey, and I truly hope our work will inspire
businesses to foster more inclusive workplace
cultures. This is not just about heavy industry—it is
about taking one more step toward real gender
equality in every field. Let’s keep pushing forward
together!



Meet the Students

  
Shaikha Alkhajeh (Senior II, International Studies Major)
Study Trip to Japan

My trip to Japan was an incredible and unforgettable experience! I loved discovering a mix
of new cultures and beautiful places, from the vibrant streets of Tokyo to the peaceful
temples in Kyoto. Visiting different companies was especially helpful, as it opened doors not
just for International Studies majors, but for many students at the university to intern in
Japan. This opportunity allowed us to dive into the professional world while fully embracing
the unique traditions and innovative energy of Japan. It was truly a trip of a lifetime!
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Meet the Students

  
Saleh Al Shamsi (Senior II - International Studies Major)
Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week

I had the distinct honour of being
nominated to serve as the Master of
Ceremonies for the
Youth4Sustainability (Y4S) program
during Abu Dhabi Sustainability
Week 2025, one of the world’s most
prominent sustainability summits.
This event, which takes place
annually in Abu Dhabi, attracts global
leaders, innovators, and thought
leaders dedicated to advancing
sustainable development. This year,
the summit hosted 13 heads of state,
underscoring the event’s importance
on the global stage. 

In my role as the Master of Ceremonies, I had the responsibility
of hosting an array of prestigious guests who played key roles
in the summit. I facilitated a series of keynote addresses,
workshops, and interviews with thought leaders, policymakers,
and industry experts. Among the high-profile guests I had the
pleasure of engaging with were the Prime Ministers of Finland
and Malaysia, and the President of Seychelles, each of whom
brought their unique perspectives on sustainability and climate
action. The honour of meeting these heads of state personally
provided me with invaluable opportunities to discuss
sustainability initiatives on a global scale and collaborate on
meaningful contributions to the Y4S agenda.

I also had the rare opportunity to engage with several key
figures from the UAE leadership, including His Highness
Sheikh Khalid bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, and two ministers from the UAE
government, H.E. Suheil AlMazroui, the Minister of Energy,
and H.E. Dr Sultan Al Jaber, the Minister of Industry and
Advanced Technology. These leaders are at the forefront of
driving the UAE’s ambitious sustainability agenda, and their
visit to the Youth4Sustainability program was an inspiring
moment for all of us involved. The interaction between the
youth and these influential leaders was not just symbolic but
also a call to action for the next generation of sustainability
champions.

Being appointed to this role
was a profound opportunity
to contribute to both the
summit and the global
sustainability agenda. The
Youth4Sustainability
initiative aims to open doors
for young people to engage
in sustainability efforts and
become leaders of change.
As a Future Sustainability
Leader for 2025, I had the
privilege of representing the
youth in this mission,
advocating for a sustainable
future and participating in
critical discussions on how
we can collectively address
global environmental
challenges.
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Meet the Students

  
Noor Al Ain Imran
First-Year MAIS Student & BAIS Alumna 

My journey in INSA has been an interesting one. I first joined the board as a Sophomore I and,
having applied for Media Coordinator, I had no clue what Executive Assistant meant when I was
offered the position. That year turned out to be a steep learning curve, but it also gave me my first
real taste of ‘leadership’ and showed me just how much of an impact a student association like
INSA has—not just on the INS community but also on a personal level. From coordinating events
and managing communications to even navigating internal conflicts, I quickly realised that this
was something I wanted to be a part of long-term. Almost three years later, I would say that INSA
has become like my baby and, though I’m looking forward to what’s next for me, I’m going to miss
the small family we’ve built up along the way. 

When I realised I was graduating a semester early, one of my first thoughts was that I wasn’t
ready to step back after such a successful year of being president—and so I’m fortunate enough
that I was allowed to continue leading a team that I am so incredibly proud of during my transition
from a Senior II in Fall 2024 to a Year 1 Master’s student in Spring 2025. ​​Moving from BAIS to the
MAIS while still being part of INSA has just reinforced how much it has shaped my journey.
Beyond leadership, INSA has given me a sense of belonging that I know I will cherish long after
my time as President comes to an end. Looking ahead, I know that stepping away from
something that has been such a big part of my life won’t be easy, but I am confident that the next
generation of INSA will only make it better. 
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We have many exciting events planned for this
semester, including the annual INSA Senior Gala,
and I hope to see you all there! Remember that
applications for the 2025–26 board will open at
the end of the semester, and I hope my
experience can inspire at least one of you to
apply. Lastly, to my team members, in the wise
words of Lemonade Mouth, we’ll always be more
than a band.

Although I tend to assume leadership positions, that doesn’t always mean I know what I’m doing
so stepping into the role of President was both exciting and… intimidating. Leading any student
organisation is no small task and, while I was more than eager to take on the challenge, I also
knew this was uncharted territory. The past two years have been filled with incredible successful
events, like fundraising for Gaza, growing engagement, and (hopefully) reforming what INSA is to
students within the department. At the same time, naturally, there have been tough moments:
balancing academics with my responsibilities, managing setbacks (of all kinds), and making
difficult decisions. However, through it all, I have grown—not just as a leader, but as an individual.
The experience has taught me how to manage stress, adapt to the spot, and (most significantly)
the importance of having a strong support system.



Meet the Students

  
Dima Atallah, First-Year MAIS Student
From Germany to the UAE: Welcome to MAIS!

“Too western for the east and too eastern for the west,” this statement represents
my life. I have lived in several countries in the West or in the East, but never felt
like home–even in both of my home countries, Germany and Palestine. Now,
here in Sharjah, I found home.

Coming from Germany after graduating from one of the top-universities in
Political Science was not the easiest decision. However, after arriving here, I can
say it was the best decision in my life. AUS has slowly become my home where
like-minded, passionate and smart people study and reside. In addition to that, I
am also lucky to be living in the dorms of the university which never make you
feel too foreign! Doing my masters here has brought so much light into my career;
the highly educated professors, the alumni, and the staff all make you feel more
connected.

THIS IS ONLY MY FIRST
SEMESTER, BUT I DO KNOW
THAT THIS IS THE TIME AND
PLACE THAT I WISH LIFE COULD
PAUSE ON.
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Event Spotlight

  African Authors, Global Conversations

On the 27th of January, the Department of English and the Department of International Studies
partnered with the Sharjah Festival of African Literature to host three acclaimed African authors
for a conversation on the power of storytelling to engage the past and present of our
interconnected world. Organized by the Sharjah Book Authority and themed ‘The Tale of
Africa’, the Sharjah Festival of African Literature annually curates a range of panel discussions,
workshops, and performances to celebrate African culture and convenes publishers and
authors alike—including, this year, the Nobel Laureates, Abdulrazak Gurnah and Wole
Soyinka. 

The INS Department had the pleasure of hosting the authors, Petina Gappah, Fatima Bala, and
Peter Kimani, all hailing from diverse countries across Africa—Zambia, Nigeria, and Kenya,
respectively. With diverse literary backgrounds spanning novels, plays, journalism, and
academia, the three authors engaged in a wide-ranging conversation with the Head of the
English Department, Dr Kristen Highland, spanning themes such as fiction, migration, race,
history and postcolonialism, which resonated with the audience of international studies and
English students alike.

 The authors offered a poignant reflection on the role of fiction in a postcolonial world, arguing
that the colonial corruption of history and historiography means that the only avenue left for
the once colonised to reclaim and restore their stories is through the alternative universe
offered by fiction. The event was followed by an informal social session with the authors as
well as a display of books curated by the AUS Library, including books by Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie and Yaa Gyasi. Enriched by the authors’ interdisciplinary–and indeed,
transdisciplinary--insights into literature and sociology alike, the event highlighted the unique
value of a liberal arts education that transcends disciplinary boundaries. 
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Upcoming Events 

INSA Majlis
Continuing the tradition of thought-provoking discussions, the INSA Majlis will

host prominent speakers to shed light on pressing issues. Join us for an

intellectually enriching experience that broadens perspectives.

INSA Senior Gala
A celebration of achievements and camaraderie, the INSA Senior Gala promises
to be an evening of elegance and reflection. This event is dedicated to honoring
the graduating class while offering a memorable experience for all attendees.

INSA Scavenger Hunt
Prepare for an adventure! The INSA Scavenger Hunt is a fun-filled activity that
will challenge your problem-solving skills and teamwork. Rally your friends and
participate in this engaging event.

SAFA Mixer
Looking to network and make new connections? The SAFA Mixer is the perfect
opportunity to meet peers, faculty, and professionals in a relaxed and friendly
environment. Join us for an evening of meaningful interactions.

SAFA and Law Society Court Event
Dive into the world of legal proceedings with the collaborative event by SAFA
and the Law Society. This court simulation will provide valuable insights into the
legal process and offer a platform for students to showcase their advocacy skills.

As the semester progresses, the INS Department is gearing up for a
series of exciting events designed to engage, inspire, and bring

together students and faculty. 

Here’s a glimpse of what’s on the horizon

These are just a few of the exciting events lined up for the coming
weeks. Stay tuned for further details and updates, and make sure to

mark your calendars. We can’t wait to see you there!
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Upcoming Events

  
AUS Model United Nations 2025
Gearing Up for the Annual Conference

As February approaches, the AUSMUN team is in full swing preparing for
their highly anticipated annual conference. The pace is fast, the preparations
are intense, and the energy is palpable as organizers and team members
work tirelessly to ensure a successful event.

The AUSMUN BBQ stands out as a key highlight among the many pre-
conference activities. Scheduled for the 30th of January, this gathering offers
a much-needed moment of relaxation and camaraderie for the hardworking
AUSMUN team. The BBQ is a chance for organisers and members to bond,
celebrate their efforts, and gear up for the final stretch before the conference.

Stay tuned for more updates as AUSMUN moves closer to the big event. With
dedication and teamwork driving the preparations, this year’s conference is
shaping up to be an extraordinary experience for all involved!
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Spring Reads

"Celestial Bodies" – Jokha Alharthi

While not explicitly a "wintry" book, its meditative
and layered storytelling mirrors the quiet
introspection of winter. Set in Oman, it follows the
lives of three sisters and their shifting world as
their country transitions from tradition to modernity.
The novel beautifully intertwines love, loss, and
generational change.

"Winter in Sokcho" – Elisa Shua Dusapin

A sparse and atmospheric novel set in a quiet, snow-covered South Korean border
town. A young Franco-Korean woman working at a guesthouse meets a reclusive
French graphic novelist, leading to an understated yet deeply felt story about
loneliness, cultural identity, and the spaces between people.

"The Ice Palace" – Tarjei Vesaas

A haunting, poetic novella about two young girls in rural
Norway, one of whom mysteriously disappears into a
frozen waterfall. The book captures the beauty and
brutality of winter, exploring grief, friendship, and the
ephemeral nature of life through stunningly simple
prose.
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Spring Reads

“A Man’s Place” – Annie Ernaux 

A sparse, austere, yet poignant memoir about her
father’s life, tracing his journey from a rural farm
labourer to a small-town shopkeeper in post-war
France. Through restrained and precise prose,
Ernaux explores themes of class, social mobility, and
the emotional distance between parent and child. The
book is both a personal tribute and a sociological
reflection on how class shapes identity and
relationships.

“Out of Place” – Edward Said 

A memoir that explores his childhood and
early adulthood, reflecting on his
experiences growing up between
Palestine, Egypt, Lebanon, and the United
States. Said grapples with feelings of
displacement, identity, and belonging,
shaped by his Western-style education
and his family's exile after the
establishment of Israel. The book is an
intimate account of his struggles with
cultural hybridity and the broader political
realities of exile and colonialism, themes
that later influenced his groundbreaking
work in postcolonial studies.
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Study Tips

As the winter break comes to an end, it's time to shift gears and prepare for a productive
spring semester. Transitioning back to academic life can be challenging, but with a little
preparation, you can set yourself up for success. Here are some tips to help you make the
most of the upcoming semester:

 
STARTING STRONG AFTER WINTER BREAK

Reflect and Reset: Use the break as an opportunity to reflect on the previous
semester. Identify what worked well and where you can improve. Set realistic academic
and personal goals for the spring semester, keeping in mind the lessons learned from
past experiences.

Organize Your Schedule: A well-planned schedule is key to staying on top of your
responsibilities. Review your class timetable, assignment deadlines, and extracurricular
commitments. Use a planner or digital calendar to map out important dates and allocate
time for studying, socializing, and self-care.

Prepare Your Materials: Start the semester with all the necessary tools. Ensure you
have your textbooks, notebooks, and supplies ready. Take time to organize your study
space to create an environment that fosters focus and productivity.

Re-establish Healthy Routines: Winter break often disrupts our daily routines.
Gradually ease back into a schedule that includes consistent sleep, nutritious meals,
and regular exercise. A healthy body and mind are essential for academic success.

Engage Early: Get involved from the start. Attend orientation sessions, introduce
yourself to professors, and connect with classmates. Engaging early helps you build
relationships and creates a support network for the semester.

Stay Flexible and Open-Minded: Every semester brings new challenges and
opportunities. Stay adaptable and open to new experiences. Whether it's joining a club,
exploring a new subject, or participating in campus events, make the most of what the
spring semester has to offer.

Prioritize Self-Care: Finally, remember that academic success is just one part of the
equation. Take time to unwind, practice mindfulness, and seek support when needed.
Balancing academics with mental and physical well-being is the key to long-term
success.
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Event Calendar

Department of International Studies - 06 - 515 2823

INSA - @insa_aus
AUS Model UN - @aus_modelun
Department of International Studies - @instudies.aus

INSA - insa@aus.edu
AUS Model UN - media@ausmun.com
Department of International Studies -
internationalstudies@aus.edu

Contact Us!

STAY TUNED FOR
UPCOMING EVENT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

AUS Model United Nations 2025 Conference
Friday February 21 - Sunday February 23, 2025

INSA Majlis 
Wednesday February 26, 2025 | 5:00 - 6:00pm
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