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Meet the Professors

  
Associate Professor of Sociology

Gokhan Savas, PhD

  
Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Jessica Lauren Davis, PhD

The word philosopher conjures certain images: a robust,
bearded orator, a solitary thinker who adheres to a strict
walking routine, or perhaps a handsome rebel in a black
leather jacket smoking a cigarette. What it may not call to
mind is a woman. Hi, I am Jess, an Assistant Professor of
Philosophy, and a woman. My orientation to philosophical
thought is shaped by my position as another and a
predilection for the intellectual scene of 20th century post-war
France. Like many students, I studied the western male-
dominated canon and devoted my research to it, albeit with a
twist. I’m currently working on a monograph that unites two
modern discourses–history and psychoanalysis–to rethink
the Enlightenment critique project through a contemporary
lens rooted in feminine knowledge. I’m also interested in
making our syllabi more inclusive of women philosophers and
the range of perspectives they bring to the discipline.

Hello everyone! My name is Gokhan, which literally means “The King of
Sky” in Turkish. I am a senior sociologist with about 15 years of working
experience in academia. I am originally from Türkiye and 40 years old. I
got my MA (’09) and PhD (’13) degrees in sociology from the Maxwell
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University. I am
currently an Associate Professor of Sociology here in the Department of
International Studies. As a new faculty, I am very excited to meet my
new students and to have wonderful experiences at AUS. I am an easy-
going person who loves jokes and has a great sense of humour. I enjoy
playing table tennis and volleyball, travelling, exploring new adventures,
watching TV series and spending quality time with my family. I have a
son who is now 11 years old and lives in Türkiye. That’s the reason why
I very often go there over the weekends. I look forward to meeting you
all in person!
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Meet the Students

My journey as a chess player started when I was 8 years old, and
now, I am an iInternational chess player with an international
rating. I had the honour to represent the UAE Chess Federation
and the Chess & Cultural Club for Ladies in many chess
tournaments outside and inside the country, such as the Asian
Chess Championship in Uzbekistan and Arab Chess
Championship in Jordan. 

As a National Arbiter in chess, I recently received a norm of an
international chess federation arbiter, which is known as the FIDE
Arbiter norm. As a chess player and arbiter, I believe that chess
holds immense significance in our lives as it cultivates critical
thinking, strategic acumen, and problem-solving skills. 

This noble game fosters unwavering focus, patience, and astute
decision-making abilities. Chess is one of the main reasons why I
am interested in different cultures and languages due to my direct
contact with players from different countries, especially in
international tournaments. Therefore, chess is not just a game,
but a powerful tool that equips us with essential life skills.

Hello! My name is Mai Sultan Bin Haddah. I am the mother of two (Sara 5,
Sultan 1) and I am currently enrolled in the new MA program in International
Studies at AUS.  

After graduating from AUS in Fall 2104, I was appointed as the head of the
international cooperation section at the Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. Some of my work responsibilities include driving foreign direct
investment into Sharjah and overseeing the signing of MoUs between the
Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry and various other entities. I
attribute my work success to the work ethic instilled in me by my father and
the tools AUS equipped me with during my undergraduate years.

Most of you might wonder, why AUS? Well, pursuing my master’s degree
from the place that once shaped me was a no-brainer. No university can
craft programs as well as AUS. The best part of the master’s program is the
faculty and the fellow colleagues taking classes with me. Everyone is so
smart and always has something to offer, making the program vibrant and
engaging. 

Balancing my responsibilities is my biggest challenge. I would love to say
that I have it all under control, but that would be a lie! Thankfully, I have an
amazing support system at home, and my team at the office consists of
highly capable people! This allows me to focus on my studies most of the
time.
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CURRENT STUDENTS
Nour Saleh Jasim Alblooshi, 3rd year BAIS student

Mai Sultan Bin Haddah, AUS alumna (Class of 2014) and 
graduate student in the master’s program in International Studies (MAIS)



Meet the Students

I graduated from AUS in the Fall of 2018, and two years later, I began my MPhil in Criminology course at
the University of Cambridge. I applied in March of 2020 and was accepted to the program in the first
week of April. It was an unbelievable moment for me, as admissions at Cambridge are incredibly
competitive, and I am so grateful for the opportunity to study at such a prestigious institution. 

I have always been interested in law, criminal justice, policing, forensic sciences, criminological theories,
and research methods in criminology. So it was a goal of mine to pursue either an MSc or MPhil degree
in Criminology or Crime Science. I wrote my thesis analyzing the risk factors for radical Islamic terrorism
in Europe from 2015-2020 and earned a distinction for my work. 

I would highly recommend applying for scholarships early, as there is often a large number of applicants,
and in most cases, they are awarded on a first-come-first-served basis. 

Currently, I work as a Business and Contract Analyst at RAFED LLC, a GPO that aims to provide top-tier
healthcare to its clients, which include SEHA, MOPA, and DOH. I enjoy my work because it is both
intellectually challenging and rewarding. I am thrilled to be part of an organization that prioritizes
providing world-class healthcare to patients in the UAE, especially when access to quality healthcare can
often be challenging. 
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ALUMNI
Rameeshay Jabbar, AUS Alumna (Class of 2018)

During my senior year at AUS, I interned at IFFCO, a
multinational corporation that specializes in foodstuffs. My
role primarily involved conducting research on arbitration
laws, trademark and intellectual property laws, food safety
regulations in the UAE, and property /company ownership
laws. 

My overarching goal has always been to help people, and I
know I can achieve this by becoming directly involved in
the justice system. I want to assist in creating policies
which target risk factors for all types of crime. If I can
prevent even one individual from committing a crime
through effective policy implementation, it will be a truly
rewarding experience for me.

I would advise students to start job search as soon as they
graduate. The initial job may not completely aligned with
your goals, but the experience gained is worthwhile and
you will learn so much along the way. Also, be smart with
your money!  



 Department Colloquiums
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The INS Department is honoured to host Froilan T. Malit,
Jr., a distinguished PhD candidate in Politics from the
University of Glasgow, renowned for his expertise in foreign
policy and migration within the Asia-Gulf corridor. With a
decade-long background as a technical migration policy
consultant for regional and international organizations, Malit
brings a wealth of practical knowledge to his research.
Drawing from his extensive experience and academic
prowess, Malit investigates the complexities of migration
diplomacy in the Global South. His study aimed to fill a gap
in the literature that fails to examine the use of cooperative
migration diplomacy in the Global South.

In his engaging talk, he explored the strategic cooperation
between sending states, focusing on the Philippine state,
his native country, as a case study. Through meticulous
analysis employing the migration diplomacy framework.
Malit showcased how sending states manipulate power
relations via multilevel cooperative diplomatic strategies.

His insights not only deepen theoretical understanding but
also provide valuable practical implications for real-world
diplomacy for INS students of all standings. By the end of
his talk, students gained the opportunity to capture
profound knowledge of the nuanced world of international
relations and migration diplomacy.

FROILAN T. MALIT, 
PHD CANDIDATE, 

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW

The Paradox of Cooperative Migration Diplomacy in South-South Migration:
Inter-Sending State Cooperation, Multilevel Diplomacy Strategies, and the
Philippine State

A friendly nudge:

Why bother with this section or those talks? Well, here’s the inside scoop! Missed a session? Don’t
fret–our handy summaries got you covered. Curious about what your professors are up to? Here,
you’ll find a sneak peek into their exciting work. Who knows? You might discover a professor whose
research aligns with your passion, paving the way for mentorship and research assistantship
opportunities. By hopping into these talks and chatting up your professors, you’ll gain a deeper
understanding of the ins and outs of research–way beyond just reading a paper. It’s a win-win! So,
why not give it a shot?



Events Spotlight

With the support of Dr. Kurt Mertel and Dr. Jessica Davis, the Philosophy Club and the AUS Law Society held
the PhiLawSophy Gathering on Wednesday, Oct. 18, featuring guest speaker Dr. Simon Badran, currently an
Associate Professor of Public Law at the University of Sharjah. 

The discussion delved into the theory of law and the significance of philosophy in the field of law. As an expert
in constitutional law, he also emphasized how crucial it is to interpret the Constitution while practicing law.
Reflecting on his time in law school in Lebanon and France, Dr. Badran discussed the variation in the
perception of philosophy in these two countries. 

The talk was followed by an interactive session with Nashita
Desai, an International Studies major who has been accepted
into a law program in the United Kingdom. She shared her
experience as a pre-law student at AUS and what it entails to
become a law student in the UK. Exciting activities, gifts, and
refreshments marked the successful conclusion of the event,
which was well attended by professors and students alike.

PHILAWSOPHY GATHERING: A PHILOSOPHY CLUB + LAW SOCIETY EVENT 

On Monday, Oct. 23, the INSA Majlis held its first event for the
academic year 2023-2024 with a captivating panel discussion
titled “Unfolding the Cosmos: Space Governance and Conflict.”
The guest speakers include Dr. William Gueraiche, Associate
Professor of International Relations at the University of
Wollongong in Dubai and our very own Dr. Vernon Pedersen and
Dr. Nikolai Mukhin. This event serves as a platform for field
professionals and students to discuss the growing difficulties and
challenges of human presence in space. It aims to explore the
complex interplay between diplomacy, militarism, and politics in
space. 
Students learned about the evolving standards of space
diplomacy as the panelists delved into how countries cooperate,
compete, and navigate this last frontier. The event also draws
attention to the escalating concerns about militarization in space,
highlighting the importance of peaceful coexistence beyond
Earth. This Majlis shed light on the future of space administration
and international cooperation as we explore the secrets of the
cosmos. 

INSA MAJLIS ON SPACE GOVERNANCE 
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Experiential Learning

AUS | INScription | October 2023 | 7/9

During our recent field trips to the Al Mahatta Museum, the Sharjah Maritime Museum and the Etihad Museum, my
students explored the UAE’s rich history, culture and maritime traditions. 

At Al Mahatta Museum, they gained valuable insights into the evolution of aviation and how it played a pivotal role in
connecting the East and West, contributing significantly to the region’s development. 

Meanwhile, our visit to the Sharjah Maritime Museum was equally enlightening. Here, students discovered the
crucial role of seafaring in the region’s cultural and economic growth. They explored aspects like pearl diving,
fishing, boat building and trade, all integral aspects of the region’s society and heritage. 

Our visit to the Etihad Museum was both enriching and captivating. The Museum’s interactive exhibits and historical
artifacts engaged students, fostering a greater sense of unity and cultural appreciation. 

These field trips provide opportunities for our students to connect classroom learning with real-world experiences.
They witnessed history come to life and gained a deeper appreciation for the region’s history and cultural heritage. 

These field trips reflect our commitment to providing our students with a well-rounded education beyond classrooms
and textbooks, fostering a sense of curiosity and cultural awareness that will serve them well in their academic and
personal journeys.

REPORT FROM INS 130

HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE UAE 
WITH DR. SALMA THANI

Al Mahatta Museum - Reception

Maritime Museum Etihad Museum



Other News

Becoming a delegate at AUSMUN 2024 offers you a transformative experience that
transcends traditional classroom learning. As a delegate, you’ll get the chance to immerse
yourself in the world of international diplomacy, enhancing your knowledge of global issues
and policies. AUSMUN provides a unique platform for personal growth, fostering essential
skills such as research, critical thinking, and negotiation. It presents an opportunity to connect
with individuals from diverse backgrounds and nurture lifelong friendships. 

AUSMUN 2024: BECOME A DELEGATE! 

In times of crisis, it is crucial to extend a helping hand to those in need, especially to the people
of Gaza who are facing unimaginable hardships. Your support can make a significant difference
in their lives. By participating in various events on campus, you can contribute to providing
essential aid, food, clean water, and medical supplies to those deeply affected by the ongoing
conflicts. It is essential to be aware of our surroundings and the global issues that impact our
fellow human beings, fostering a sense of empathy and understanding. In addition to monetary
assistance, keeping the people of Gaza in your thoughts and prayers can give them strength
and hope during these challenging times.

Let us cherish the little things we often take for granted, and through our collective efforts, we
can bring comfort and relief to those who need it most, reminding them that they are not alone in
their struggle. Your kindness and generosity can create a ripple effect of compassion, inspiring
others to join the cause and making the world a better place for everyone. Remember to use
your voice! 

WHAT CAN YOU DO DURING THE TIME OF CRISIS?
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Event Calendar

Dean’s List Award Reception | Department of INS
Wednesday, November 01, 2023 | 5:00 - 6:30pm

INSA Crisis Event | INSA
Tuesday, November 07, 2023 | 5:00 – 6:00pm

INS Alumni Event | Department of INS
Wednesday, November 08, 2023 | 5:00 – 8:00pm

Dr. Gokhan Savas | Department Colloquium | Department of INS
Wednesday, November 15  | 5:00 – 6:00pm

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Events listed below are subject to change

Department of International Studies - 06 - 515 2823

INSA - @insa_aus
AUS Model UN - @aus_modelun
Department of International Studies - @instudies.aus

INSA - insa@aus.edu
AUS Model UN - media@ausmun.com
Department of International Studies - internationalstudies@aus.edu
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Contact Us!

https://www.instagram.com/insa_aus/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/aus_modelun/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/instudies.aus/?hl=en
mailto:insa@aus.edu
mailto:media@ausmun.com
mailto:internationalstudies@aus.edu

