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INTRODUCING THE MAIS GRADUATE STUDENT COMMITTEE (MAISSC)

The MAIS Graduate Student Committee
(MAISSC) is a group of dedicated graduate
students within the Master of Arts in
International Studies (MAIS) program.
Working closely with the program
coordinator, MAISSC advocates for the
academic and social interests of its
members, fostering a supportive community
for MAIS students.

The committee plays a key role in enhancing
the student experience by collaborating with
the INS Student Association (INSA), Student
Association for Foreign Affairs (SAFA), and
the INS department to organize orientation
sessions, establish peer mentorship
programs, and maintain communication
channels through newsletters, social media,
and other platforms. Additionally, MAISSC
helps facilitate networking events, student
presentations, guest lectures, and recognition
programs, creating valuable opportunities for
professional and academic growth.

INS Tutoring Service

The MAIS program offers dedicated
tutoring services to support students in
key courses such as POL 201, INS
300, and INS 307. These sessions are
conducted by experienced MAIS
Teaching Assistants to help students
succeed academically. The program
plans to expand this service to include
additional courses in the future,
ensuring that both INS majors and
non-INS students enrolled in INS
courses receive adequate support
throughout their studies.



Faculty and Students News

  
Dr. Neha Vora, Professor of Anthropology
On Stray Cat Care and Human-Nonhuman Kinships 

Dr. Neha Vora recently received a Faculty Research Grant from the Sheikh Saud
bin Saqr Al Qasimi Foundation for Policy Research in Ras al Khaimah. The grant
will help her to extend her current research interests with a focus on RAK. 

Dr. Neha Vora’s research considers informal stray cat care as a form of human-
nonhuman kinship that might mitigate the loneliness and precarity of immigrants,
especially those in low-wage jobs here without their families. She also considers
how stray cat care becomes a site for building social networks that can transgress
class, nationality, race, and gender. 

Dr. Neha Vora is interested in the built environment itself—which areas of UAE
cities are more hospitable to multispecies life, and why? How might we consider
multispecies needs in urban planning? RAK is an especially important location for
this research as they have an active animal welfare program and fewer sanitized
mega-developments, which marginalize both humans and nonhumans.
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Faculty and Students News

  
Dr. Jessica Davis, Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Youth Climate Leadership Camp

Dr. Jessica Davis represented the American University of Sharjah at the Youth
Climate Leadership Camp, which was organized by the Islamic World Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (ICESCO) Regional Office in Sharjah and
held from October 21-23 at the Sharjah Research Technology and Innovation Park. 

The camp featured expert-led workshops on climate science, sustainability, and
leadership, as well as field visits to Sharjah’s key sustainability projects. Student
participants engaged in intensive project development sessions aimed at turning
their ideas into tangible solutions, leading to final presentations on the last day,
where top projects received support for further development and potential
presentation at COP 29 in Azerbaijan.

Dr. Davis delivered a workshop at the event titled "Engaging Head, Heart, & Hands:
Ethical Reflection in the Anthropocene." Her session introduced participants to a
relational ethics approach to confront systemic environmental challenges driven by
anthropogenic impacts. 

Moreover, under the supervision of Dr. Davis, INS student Izma Fatima worked with
a diverse team of international students and presented her final project—a proposal
for an app connecting communities with local farmers to deliver organic produce.
Her project won first place, and she, along with other talented students, was
recognized by His Excellency Salim Omar Salim for this achievement.
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Faculty and Students News

  
Dr Giacomo Chiozza, Professor of Political Science 
International Criminal Court Competition 

May it please the court.

Those words are not often heard on our
AUS campus. But for 9 days, from May 31
to June 8, 2024, they were a familiar refrain,
repeated more often than one would dare to
imagine by five INS students who went to
the Hague to participate in the International
Criminal Court Competition, the most
prominent moot court competition in
international criminal law worldwide.

The trip to the Hague was the culmination
of a long process that started in one of my
classes, INS 350 Moot Court, in the Fall
semester of 2023, and continued week after
week until the days of the competition. The
team – Mahasen Moudallali as counsel for
the Office of the Prosecutor, Saleh
AlShamsi as counsel for the defense,
Maryam AlTeneiji as counsel for the victims
and researcher, Khalid Alaraimi, as counsel
for the victims and researcher, and
Abdelfattah AlSaeed as assistant coach –
presented their arguments in front of panels
of international judges, while competing
against teams from top law schools from
around the world.

The competition, as one should expect, was
intense. In just 20 minutes, the counsels had
to make their submissions: they had to
address the facts and the law in a complex
scenario of potential war crimes and crimes
against humanity, while fielding the questions
from inquisitive judges. But the competition
was also exhilarating. It yet again showcased
a simple truth about INS students: once they
set their minds on a goal, nothing will ever
stop them. We came back from the Hague,
happy and proud of our accomplishments.
And we have plenty of stories to tell.

If you are contemplating what elective
courses to take, and you like arguing cases
from different perspectives, please have a
look at INS 350 Moot Court. From there you
can go to the Hague, and enjoy the
experience of pleading cases as if you were
at the International Criminal Court. You’ll
work hard, I promise you. But you’ll also have
lots of fun, I promise you that as well!
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Faculty and Student News
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I’m beyond excited to have received the Active Student Scholarship this
semester! It’s been a wild ride, with a tough workload and plenty of challenges
along the way. But honestly, I couldn’t have done it without the amazing
support from my friends, family, and the awesome team in the International
Studies department. 

They’ve been there every step of the way, keeping me motivated and helping
me push through the hectic days. This award feels like a celebration of not just
my hard work, but the people around me who made it all possible. 

So, if you're in the thick of a tough semester, hang in there—you’ve got this,
and your support system will help you get to the finish line!

  
Rabab Khan, BAIS Senior I Student
Active Student Scholarship 



INS Minors in the Spotlight

  
Fatima Al Zaabi, Senior II
International Studies Major and History Minor

There’s emptiness in policies that lack breadth.
You must first pass through certain minds to
understand why things are the way that they are.
One of the first pieces of advice I received from
my mentor during my internship at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs; taking things for granted is
meaningless when trying to find a place in an
ever-changing world. It laid the foundation for the
start of my research journey there, that, and the
stack of books and reports I found on my desk
one morning. 

As an International Studies student, there’s a list
of sub-anticipatory directions I could’ve taken, but
history was the umbrella field that aligned with my
own identity politics. Interestingly, I found that
alignment in a course offered by the English
department: ENG 315: Colonial and Postcolonial
Encounters in Literature. There was so much
power in seeing how different people saw
themselves, from the works of Mahmoud
Darwish’s Bitaqat Hawiyyah to Tayib Saleh’s
Seasons of Migration to the North. People identify
through their own realities. 

History minors see that within our own elective
courses, from Islam in South Asia to Modern Arab
History, we can derive from many stories and
apply theoretical concepts to understand those
voices and what their communities are impacted
by. The best way to describe a minor in history
would be through the term “storytelling.” Through
a minor in history, you start looking beyond the
generic conversations in our field and applying
them through a contextual lens. You start finding
links between language, types of narrative,
patterns, and constant causalities. Yes, in a way,
history does repeat itself (as some of us history
minors would tell you). 
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There isn’t a one-directional process or use for
a history minor; you’d be surprised how and
where you’ll find yourself thinking back to
certain writers, works, and conversations
you’ve had. During my writer’s residency over
the summer, we visited a museum/art gallery
to look for inspiration. I was surprised to find
three paintings depicting what was supposed
to be the “East.” It reminded me of constant
discussions on perceptions of the world and
through which narratives. You can only meet
the world through how far the lens you look at
it goes; in a way, that’s what a history minor
does for you.



INS Minors in the Spotlight

  
Rida Haq, Junior I
Psychology Major and History Minor 

History has always been a passion of mine, but I didn’t realize how much I truly enjoyed it until I
took my first class at AUS, Ancient and Medieval Worlds with Dr. Marco! I fell down the rabbit hole
and never wanted to climb back out. From there, my curiosity and thirst for knowledge only grew.
 
I soon realized how well this minor complements my Psychology major, with so many connections
between the two. Studying historical narratives and archival sources has deepened my
understanding of how humans have evolved, how societies flourish and fall, and how external
factors like politics and religion shape the human mind.

A class I often think back on is Ottoman History with Dr. Alisher. The content was indulging,
providing another perspective on the rise and fall of the Ottomans, shining light on their
achievements and their faults, and Dr. Alisher was an incredible professor! His guidance and
patience made the material easy to absorb. He was always fair in his judgement and willing to
listen to his students, urging us to question why history happened the way it did.

I will definitely leave this chapter of my life with important lessons in mind. My critical thinking
skills, open-mindedness, and ability to reflect on complex narratives remain invaluable. Studying
the past is pivotal for us moving forward, allowing us to reflect as a community on our triumphs
and mistakes to guide us toward making better decisions in the future.

My advice to students considering a history minor is to go for it! Engage with your professors—they
are passionate about their subjects and can guide you through the process. You’ll be surprised by
how interconnected everything is! So, if curiosity comes knocking on your door, don’t be afraid to
answer. 
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INS Minors in the Spotlight

The revamped Minor in Middle Eastern Studies within the Department of
International Studies will cover the histories, politics, cultures, and societies of the
Middle East. The interdisciplinary and diverse curriculum will cover topics ranging
from premodern history of the region to the modern challenges and opportunities of
the 21st Century. The minor will complement any major and allow students to gain
a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of this critically important and diverse
region. Upon completion, students will also enhance employment opportunities
through the development of research, writing, and oral presentation skills.

  Minor in Middle Eastern Studies
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For information about minor requirements and electives,
scan the QR code or reach out to Dr. Sammy Badran:
sbadran@aus.edu



Meet BAIS Students

  
Pimnethi Phaiboonwong
BAIS First-year Student
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FROM THAILAND TO AUS
Hi everyone! My name is Pimnethi, but I prefer to go by my nickname, Suyu. I’m an
international student majoring in International Studies, and I’ve been living in the
UAE for over two months now. My journey began with a long flight straight from
Thailand to attend university, and while it wasn’t easy, I’ve created many cherished
memories and formed valuable friendships during this short time at AUS.

Despite the short period of my time here in Sharjah, UAE, I cannot help but feel an
immense sense of belonging. I admire the exotic landscape, the unique cuisine,
and the kindness of the people. One of the best decisions I made was to join the AB
dorm. I’ve met so many goal-oriented individuals who share my enthusiasm for
university life. Our diverse cultural backgrounds enable us to celebrate our vibrant
heritages while fostering a deeper understanding of one another. We spend our
time baking and engaging in a variety of fun activities, which has made my
transition smoother. The supportive environment of the dorm has helped me
overcome my initial hesitations about studying abroad; it truly feels like a “home
away from home”.

I am passionate about the role of diplomacy in
addressing global challenges, and I find the
courses in my major very insightful and beneficial
to my future career goal in International Relations.
Moreover, I get a chance to help facilitate the next
AUSMUN as an external outreach officer, which I
am very grateful for. I am very eager to contribute,
and I am particularly excited to meet like-minded
people, form connections, and gain exclusive
opportunities from the university that cannot be
attained anywhere else. As I continue this journey,
I look forward to embracing new challenges,
expanding my horizons, and making the most of
every moment at AUS. I am truly grateful for this
experience and can't wait to see where it takes me
next!



From BAIS to MAIS

  
Sarah Ayoub, First-Year MAIS Student
Graduate Student in Masters of International Studies (MAIS)
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My journey at AUS has not been easy but it’s
certainly been insightful and fulfilling. The
BAIS program has influenced my life both
personally and professionally. It not only
deepened my passion for learning but also
introduced me to a community of like-minded
peers, many of whom have become lifelong
friends. 

The program also helped me determine the
path I wanted to pursue professionally. I’ve
always admired academics for their research
contributions and role as educators, and the
BAIS program cemented my desire to
become one. It served as a stepping stone for
my journey in academia. 

Following my graduation, I transitioned into
the MAIS program, a seamless move due to
the strong foundation the department
provided me. 

The education and skills I gained during my
undergraduate years, along with continuous
faculty support, allowed me to confidently dive
into a more rigorous and demanding
environment. It has been both challenging
and deeply rewarding, pushing me to grow
academically and professionally. 

I look forward to what the future holds.



Reconnecting with INS Alumni

With a heartfelt introduction by Professor Kristina Katsos, co-organizer of the Alumni
Events Committee along with Dr. Jeffrey King, three notable alumni took to the stage
to share their post-graduation experiences. With diverse academic and career
trajectories spanning the Sharjah Consultative Council, the Federal National Council,
and Cinema Akil, a Dubai-based independent cinema, the three alumni narrated their
unique personal and professional trajectories, encompassing professional highs as
well as personal adversity. 

They demonstrated an impressive breadth of experience across diplomacy,
international economics, and the creative industries, driving home the versatility and
transferability of an International Studies major. They also shared hard-earned words
of wisdom, from the importance of cherishing your time in university for personal
growth and intellectual exploration to embracing a nonlinear post-graduation trajectory
and accepting opportunities early in one's career, no matter the title or field.
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ON THE 30TH OF OCTOBER, THE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT WELCOMED
THREE ALUMNI TO THE LATEST EVENT IN OUR RUNNING ALUMNI SERIES TITLED,

WOMEN WHO LEAD



INS Events 

  INSA Scavenger Hunt
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The International Studies Student Association (INSA) hosted its highly anticipated
Scavenger Hunt this semester, transforming the HSB building into a lively
playground for clues and challenges. With students joining from all over campus,
this fun-filled event—complete with a custom life-sized Mr Worldwide cutout—held
every semester, saw students racing through hallways, darting up and down stairs,
and frantically searching for hidden items. 

The atmosphere was electric as participants scrambled to solve riddles, with the
stress and excitement building as the clock ticked down. Laughter and friendly
competition filled the air as teams worked together to outsmart each other. The
event was a particularly welcome pocket of relief in the middle of a packed and
intense semester. It was a thrilling experience for all involved, leaving everyone
eager for next semester's hunt! 



INS Events

  SAFA In-House Debate 

The Student Association of Foreign Affairs (SAFA) recently hosted an exciting
internal debate that kicked off with a flag ceremony and concluded with an awards
presentation. Two teams, each consisting of three students and led by professors
Dr. Nikolai and Dr. Vernon, debated an intriguing topic, "Is the international system
just?” The debate was wide-ranging in scope, covering an impressive breadth of
topics from human rights to the merits of a unipolar, bipolar and multipolar world.
Students from across departments and disciplines gathered to watch the spirited
exchange, as both teams passionately argued their cases. A panel of professors
and graduate students judged the debate, assessing the teams on their
argumentation and delivery. The event ended on a high note with awards for the
winning team, followed by refreshments and food, providing a perfect close to a
thought-provoking and well-attended event.
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“Participating in the SAFA debate was a
genuinely enlightening experience. My
team's critique of the international system
was vital, highlighting the need for
meaningful global progress. Ultimately,
my main takeaway is that debate can
often devolve into a game of rhetoric.

Shamma Almualla - Junior I
International Studies & Economics
double major  



INS Events 

  House of SAFA 
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“We’d always wanted to hold an
event that centered around students
and their ideas ever since we
founded the Student Association of
Foreign Affairs this time last year, but
the House of SAFA event still
surpassed our expectations. 

Held in an inviting majlis-style
environment, we hosted the event in
collaboration with the History Club,
and a really surprising number of
students from different majors and
colleges showed up to share their
ideas on our topic, Nationalism and
Patriotism in the Arab World. 

Despite Dr. James Onley and I
spending weeks preparing the
discussion, I think my favourite part
of the event was when we ended up
going off script as different students
shared their unique perspectives and
ended up in dialogue with one
another that extended into the night.
It was a great start, and we’re
definitely looking forward to more
events of this kind in the future!”

Ahmed Ahmed
SAFA’s Public Relations Coordinator 



INS Events

  
Dr. Steven L. Monroe, Assistant Professor at NUS
INS Department Colloquium
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On October 17, the INS Department hosted Dr. Steve L. Monroe, Assistant Professor at
the Yale-NUS College for a departmental colloquium, titled, “Mirages of Reform:  The
Politics of Elite Protectionism in the Arab World”. 

In the colloquium, Dr. Monroe presented key findings from his forthcoming book
by Cornell University Press (May 2025), examining reasons for the Arab World’s
uneven trade policies and enduring currents of trade protectionism. 

Namely, Dr. Monroe made a compelling argument for how neoliberal trade
policies have not translated to a corresponding increase in international trade
due to complex geopolitics as well as the social relationship between state and
capital in the region. 

The event, attended by curious students from the INS Department, served as a
fitting complement to many courses offered in the INS department, including the
Global Political Economy.



Event Calendar

Department of International Studies - 06 - 515 2823

INSA - @insa_aus
AUS Model UN - @aus_modelun
Department of International Studies - @instudies.aus

INSA - insa@aus.edu
AUS Model UN - media@ausmun.com
Department of International Studies -
internationalstudies@aus.edu

Contact Us!

STAY TUNED FOR
UPCOMING EVENT
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Simone Marsillo | Department Colloquium 
Thursday November 7, 2024 | 5:00 – 6:00pm

MAIS Event | MAIS Student Committee
Tuesday November 12, 2024 | 5:00 - 6:00pm

Destress with INSA | INSA
Wednesday November 13, 2024 | 5:00 - 6:00pm

Department Colloquium 
Tuesday November 26 | 5:00 – 6:00pm

https://www.instagram.com/insa_aus/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/aus_modelun/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/instudies.aus/?hl=en
mailto:insa@aus.edu
mailto:media@ausmun.com
mailto:internationalstudies@aus.edu

